Intro- years later, when Languet visited England with
dudlion Prince Casimir. On both of these occasions, Sid-
ney saw much of his old friend. In Germany,
Languet made him some mysterious proposal
"at the mouth of the Main/1 The precise nature
of this is unknown, but it seems probable from
a comparison of passages in several letters, that
it involved an offer to Sidney of the hand of a
German princess. It certainly can have had noth-
ing to do with the wild legend that the Polish
crown was at one time offered to Sidney, since
Stephen Bathori was then in undisputed posses-
sion of the throne in Poland, It is, perhaps, sig-
nificant in this connection, to note the frequency
with which Languet refers to Sidney's celibacy,
The arguments advanced by the warm-hearted
old bachelor against this estate Arc of a clonus-
tic rather than of a political nature, and him at
a sense of loneliness in his own life that goes far
toward explaining the strength of his attachment
to men like Sidney and Mornay, whom he loved
to regard as his sons, Yet occasionally it would
seem as if Languet were sounding Sidney's "in-
tentions," and it may well be that he had in mind
some political alliance to be cemented by mat-
rimony.

After his return from England, Languet ac-
cepted a post by the side of the Prince of Orange,
whom he assisted in many ways, and for whom
he may even have written the "Apology/1 But
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